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DRIVING QUESTION 

How can we ensure students have a real 
voice in education policy and curriculum? 
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PROJECTS THAT IMPLEMENT STUDENT VOICE 
HISTORY AWARENESS PROJECT 
 
 

 Grade 10 Course Culminating Project 
 Students are to select a minority group and create an awareness platform to educate 

others 

 Students select one group (ex: African-Canadians) and write a report that traces their 
presence in Canada, their impact  in Canadian history and also problems they have 
encountered. 

 Students select a current issue facing their chosen group. 

 Students select a media platform (letter to an MP, petition on change.org, video 
announcement played at school, etc.) that they feel comfortable to educate students 
about the issue. 
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PROJECTS THAT IMPLEMENT STUDENT 
VOICE: ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP ASSIGNMENT 

 Grade 10 Civics Course  
 Students brainstorm issues facing their community or school. 

 Students complete a neighbourhood or school survey regarding the issues. 

 Students create a petition to draw attention to the issue and collect signatures 
from members of the school community or the community at large. 

 Petitions are addressed to individuals that can effect change (school principal, 
trustee, building managers, etc.). 
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OUTCOME   
 
 
 Letter to Minister of Education, MPP Stephen Lecce 

 Toronto Star Article in June, 2019 
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PROJECTS THAT IMPLEMENT STUDENT VOICE: A 
CELEBRATION OF FOOD WORKSHOP 
 
  Held in February during African, Black, 

Caribbean Heritage Month. 

 Students put together a healthy eating 
workshop for Grades 9-12. 

 Students partnered with Toronto Public 
Health to train in food safety. 

 Students selected recipes from West and 
East Africa as well as the Caribbean, put 
together a healthy eating power-point 
and Kahoot! that engaged students. 

 Students cooked healthy snack samples 
for students attending the workshop to 
try. 
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PROJECTS THAT IMPLEMENT STUDENT VOICE: 
THE YOUTH PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE 
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INTRODUCTION TO YPI 
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YPI PROCESS 
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YPI PROCESS 
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YPI PROCESS 
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

• Full grade participates* 

• Designated YPI Lead Teacher 

• Experiential learning: Students visit charities 

• Charities for YPI are local, registered, social service org’s 

• School hosts a YPI Final with majority-youth panel of 

judges 

 
*exception for first year schools: 50% or more 
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THE BIG PICTURE 

• This year, over 120 schools across 7 Canadian provinces 

are participating 

• More than 20,000 students will learn about their 

communities and advocate for charities 

• Over $600,000 in grants will be awarded to local social 

service charities across the country 

 

• Since 2002, YPI has spread to 4 countries, granted $19M, 

with 550,000 alumni 
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YPI’S OUTCOMES AND IMPACT 

14 



“Learning about local 

charities, hearing amazing 

stories, and learning some 

important lessons along the 

way really opened my eyes.  

This project  especially 

helped with my time 

management, teamwork, 

communication and 

presentation skills, and 

organization.” 

 

- YPI Student, 2018 
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“Through this project I was 

exposed to many different 

causes and ways I myself 

could help out.  This project 

made me want to go out 

search for volunteer 

opportunities, something I 

was never really motivated to 

do for school.” 

 

- YPI Student, 2018 
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“I learned that it’s ok to have 

and show feelings as a man.” 

 

- YPI Student, 2018 

 

“I learned about many social 

issues in the small of our city, 

and how easy it is to help 

them.  I feel like a better 

person after YPI.” 

- YPI Student, 2018 
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THANK YOU! 

Kate Gatto | kate@goypi.org | @kategatto9 

YPI Canada | www.goypi.org | @YPI_cares 

Louis Paolillo | louis.paolillo@tdsb.on.ca | @LouisMPaolillo 
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